of thirst Communist literature of China. The
Shihrf of the novel's greatness is in this timeless-
an ol> It is as true today as it was dynasties ago.
it A>eople of China still march across its pages,
j/Hests and courtesans, merchants and scholars,
women good and bad, old and young, and even
naughty little boys. The only figure lacking is
that of the modern scholar trained in the West,
holding his Ph.D. diploma in his hand. But be
sure that if he had been ahve in China when
the final hand laid down the brush upon the
pages of that book, he too would have been
there in all the pathos and humour of his new
learning, so often useless and inadequate and
laid like a patch too small upon an old robe.

The Chinese say " The young should not read
SHUI Hu and the old should not read SAN Kuo."
This is because the young might be charmed
into being robbers and the old might be led
into deeds too vigorous for their years. For if
SHUI Hu CHUAN is the great social document of
Chinese life, SAN Kuo is the document of wars

38